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E02Hoxie Gorge – FLT Main Trail
Distance:  5.0 miles out and back
Hiking Time:  2.5 hours
Difficulty:  Moderate
Access:  Paved roads to within 0.2 mile of the Start/Finish 
 at the SUNY Cortland parking area

This hike goes through SUNY Cortland property, Hoxie Gorge State Forest, and private lands. It is 
mainly wooded and follows the side of a pleasant brook for the first mile. You’ll be crossing a field 
that culminates in a high point with a scenic view and a picnic table at the turnaround.
Parking GPS Coordinates: N42° 32.870’    W76° 04.703’
Directions to the trailhead: From I-81, Exit 10 (SE of Cortland), take US 11 south for 3.8 miles to 
Hoxie Gorge Road. Or from I-81, Exit 9 (Marathon), take US 11 north for 8 miles to Hoxie Gorge 
Road. Turn east on Hoxie Gorge Road and drive under I-81. The SUNY Cortland parking area is 
1.0 mile ahead on the south side of the road just after the paved section of the road turns to dirt.

MILES DESCRIPTION
0.0 After parking at the SUNY Cortland parking area, head back downhill on Hoxie Gorge 

Road to the trailhead (1300’).
0.1 Turn left into the woods at the North Country National Scenic Trail kiosk. The trail 

heads southeast downhill into woods and then follows the north side of Hoxie Gorge 
Creek.

0.7 Cross an old wagon trail next to a stone 
bridge on the right after skirting a ravine. 
There is a tent site near here.

0.8 Hoxie Gorge Lean-to is uphill on the left. If 
you wish to visit it, follow the wooden, trap-
ezoidal-shaped trail markers. Ahead, the 
trail follows a high bank above the creek.

2.3 The trail enters a field and follows the 
south side.

2.4 Junction with the orange hunting bypass 
trail to Stone Road 0.2 mile to the east.

2.5 Great views to the east and a picnic table 
(1800’). Turn around here and retrace your 
path back to the parking lot. Note: From 
Oct. 1 to Dec. 31 the main trail ahead is 
closed for hunting from here to Underwood Hill Road. Make sure you turn back here 
if it is hunting season.

5.0 Back at your vehicle.

Other nearby hikes: For nearby hiking trails in the area, order FLT map M20. Unfortunately, on 
either side of this hike there are long road walks or hunting closures. Some nice hiking can be 
found south of Cortland in Tuller Hill State Forest near the beginning of map M20.
Nearby attractions: Greek Peak Ski and Adventure Park is about 4 miles southwest of here on 
NY 392 and 3 miles east of Virgil.
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